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This March all Guilford High School sophomores, and a select group of junior re-testers, will take
the Connecticut Academic Performance test. The State Department of Education has mandated
that the tests be given between March 5" and March 19", 2012. A calendar detailing the changes
to our schedule 1s on Page 18 of this newsletter. Please note that ALL JUNIORS WHO DID
NOT MEET PROFICIENCY IN ANY OF THE SUBTESTS ARE REQUIRED TO
RETEST. STUDENTS MUST HAVE RETESTED BEFORE THE GRADUATION
COMMMITTEE WILL CONSIDER THEM FOR THE PORTFOLIO PROCESS IN THEIR
SENIOR YEAR. Those failing to meet proficiency after retesting may meet the graduation
requirement through the portfolio process during their senior year. If you have any questions

regarding the CAPT, please contact Mr. Guarino (x259.)
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GHS Department News
Art

CT State Scholastic Arts Competition and Exhibit Hosted at the Hartford Art School
Jimmy Walwer- Gold Key for Portfolio

Sarah Gavagan- Gold Key for Painting
Kaitlin Worden- Silver Key for Painting
Isabel Thompson- Silver Key Sculpture

The panel of over 30 judges completed its task; the review of all the submitted CT art work from over 130 schools and
additional home schooled/ independent entries. This year, the total number of entries topped 1,500 works. Since this a
juried exhibition, only those artworks awarded a Gold key, Silver key or Honorable Mention status will be placed on
exhibit. Both Gold Key Winners will go on to the Regional competition in New York.

Isabel Thompson-Silver Key, Ceramic Sculpture Sarah Gavagan-Gold Key, Painting

Jimmy Walwer-Gold Key, Portfolio

Kaitlin Worden-Silver Key, Painting

Careers in the Arts — presented by The Art Institutes —Feb 7", Period 5, Room 48
Town Hall GHS Student Art Exhibit — Youth Art Month March
Guilford Public Library - Student Art Exhibits — changing exhibits in April and May
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Guidance

For All Students:

The 2012 AP Bulletin for Students and Parents and registration materials were distributed and reviewed with the AP students in
January 2012. The 2012 Collegeboard Exam Fee is $87.00 per exam. Registration forms and fee [payable to GHS) need to be
returned to the Guidance Department by Friday February 17, 2012. For additional information, including the 2012 AP Exam
schedule, please refer to the Student Bulletin or www.collegboard.com

Seniors

With the first half of senior year completed, seniors should keep a few things in mind. Mid-year reports will be sent
automatically to the colleges and universities that you have applied to thus far. All mid-year reports will be mailed by February
23,2012. If you have not finalized your postsecondary plans, please consult with your school counselor. Colleges and / or
employers request updated grades throughout the school year so please keep an eye on your grades and avoid SENIORITIS. 20
hours of community service is required for graduation. Please turn completed forms into the guidance department as soon as
possible in order to participate in the graduation ceremony. The paperwork is available in guidance and on the guidance
webpage. The time for scholarship searches is now. There is national and local scholarship information available on Naviance
which is updated frequently. A mailing will be sent to each senior at the beginning of March containing additional scholarship
opportunities and procedures. For those students wanting to apply for Financial Aid, it is important to adhere to college financial
aid expectations and deadlines. Refer to the specific college / institution for information on the necessary paperwork and pro-
cesses.

Juniors

Many juniors and their families took advantage of Junior Night on January 31, 2012 to begin working on the post high school
planning process. All juniors and their parents / guardians are encouraged to begin using the Naviance program, an online
management program available at GHS. The program will help students explore post-secondary opportunities, build a resume,
research scholarship and enrichment programs. The guidance department will also use Naviance as a communication tool with
the junior class so it is important to sign on to Naviance frequently for updates. Juniors who have not yet made contact with
their school counselor about their post-secondary plans should do so in the following months.

SAT / ACT testing is an important part of the post-secondary process for the majority of students. Most juniors should plan to
take the SAT and / or ACT exam at least once this year.

SAT II Test Dates Test available Reg Deadline Late Reg Deadline
January 28 SAT I and I December 30 January 13

March 10 SAT I only February 10 February 24

May 5 SAT I and I April 6 April 20

June 2 SAT I and II May 8 May 22

ACT Test Dates Registration Deadline Late Registration Deadline
February 11 January 13 January 20

April 14 March 9 March 23

June 9 May 4 May 18

Sophomores
The Sophomore class has completed Part 2 of a 3 part collaborative lesson between the PE and Guidance Department. The

activities have focused on self- awareness, career exploration, post high school planning and the Naviance program. Part 3 will
occur in March, in conjunction with scheduling for the 2012-2013 academic year. Sophomores will be expected to complete a
high school game plan and start a resume on the Naviance program, using the information they learned about themselves and
their future in Part 1 and Part 2 of the lesson.

Freshmen

All freshmen should be working on the freshman goal of becoming an independent learner.  School counselors have reached
out to freshman in small groups to discuss high school transition, school resources, and becoming an independent learner. Skills
such as self-advocacy, time management, study habits, responsibility for words and action, and stress management will be
encouraged and reinforced throughout the high school experience. If you have not met with your school counselor this year,
please come to guidance and make an appointment as soon as possible.
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Math

CAPT season is upon us! The Math Department recognizes that the CAPT tests math that everyone should be able
to do, much in the context of real world problems. Students have seen embedded CAPT like problems as well as
CAPT problems taken in isolation in their math classes all year. Our curriculum is written so we can get to those
big ideas before the test date. Now the rest is up to you! What can you do?

o First, get enough rest and eat well.

e Next, bring a calculator to the math tests. Be sure it is one you are comfortable with. The test is not the time to
try out a new calculator. Cell phones and other electronic devices that have a built in calculator are not allowed.

e Also not a bad idea — familiarize yourself with the formula sheet. You have seen it in class, but be aware of
what is there to help you.

e For grid in questions, watch where you put your number. The number 2 needs to be bubbled in as 2 not .02.

e With the open ended questions you want to be sure to explain your work. That can be as simple as showing
your work. Even if you do a calculation on your calculator, write it down on your paper so the reader can see it.
Be sure you answer the question. Some questions call for a written explanation in addition to your work. For
example, why is it better to use the mean than the mode when analyzing the given data? Maybe it’s because the
mean shows the effects of an outlier.

¢ Finally, know that you have done your best and be proud of your accomplishments, whatever the result. Good
luck from the entire math department!

For those who might like to see what a CAPT math test might look like, all sophomores have taken or will take a
practice test issued by the state. They are able to bring these papers home. Ask to see it and try it — it could be fun!
Area newspapers have some interesting problems from time to time. The Hartford Courant runs Newspapers in
Education (NIE). A sample problem detailed a trip to the Carrier Dome in Syracuse for a football game. It took the
known distance and had students calculate things like the time they should leave, the cost of gasoline, and how to
take the scale model of the dome they purchased to calculate the actual size. Like all CAPT items, they are ques-
tions in context.

Math Lab: Math lab continues second semester. Remember you may use math lab to get help on homework, get
some extra help on a topic that you are struggling with, and prepare for a test or quiz, whatever you need to help you
be successful in your class. Math lab is open periods 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 and 8. Schedules are posted in your math room
and on the department web site.

Calculator use: Just a reminder, all students in Algebra 2 and up are required to have a graphing calculator. These
are used in class, on homework, and on assessments. Standardized tests allow the use of these calculators as well.
For Algebra 1 and Geometry, students are required to have a scientific calculator. While a graphing calculator
would be beneficial, a scientific is the minimum required to do the problems we are working on. In line with
standardized tests, cell phones and other electronic devices with built in calculators are not allowed. Please make
sure you are prepared for classes.

Common Core State Standards: Guilford, like many districts throughout the country, is gearing up for the transition
to Common Core State Standards in mathematics. While some content is being “shifted” around, the major
difference students will see is the increased level of rigor in the curriculum, and this aligns well with the goals of
Guilford.

The Learning Studio is open for business. One of the math classrooms was transformed over a week to create a
research based learning setting for us to learn things in anticipation of the new high school. For example, what
color best stimulates learning? how can furniture create a flexible classroom to allow teachers to do multiple
groupings? and how can what we learn direct our future efforts? The students and teachers are excited about the
changes already taking place.
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Media Center

A new ID attendance system in the Media Center is in full use by all students upon entering the Media Center. New
students semester two, please have your ID card with you upon entering the Media Center, for a quick swipe. A new
ID card is issued free at the start of each school year. If you need a replacement card, please see Mrs.

Nelson in SAC.

Recently, Mrs. Bagnoli, from the Media Center staff supported the Student Senate in an American Red Cross Blood
Drive with her terrific organizational skills. Ms. Hirsch, and Ms. Strzepek, advisors of the Student Senate, worked

with students, staff, and volunteers to make this a most successful drive.

An eBook pilot program is being conducted by Mrs. Wanat, the Media
Center’s teacher and department chair. This eBook pilot will help determine
the best possible program for our student’s access, along with various hard-
ware and software that would interface with the current programs. We look
forward to bringing this new type of format to our students.

Learning as an Apprentice, one of the Principles of Learning, is actively
taking place within the Media Center. One of our seniors, Devin Tichy, an
advanced architectural design student, has taken on the project of developing
various schematics of the new media center. Devin’s skills, talents and
architectural abilities have helped us visualize the many possibilities. Devin
is using the SoftPlan Architectural Design software and the edspecs from the
proposed school plans to create his drawings. His “on the job” experience is
a benefit to all. Devin has been collecting input from the Media Center staff,
(Mrs. Bagnoli, Mrs. Ferraro, and Mrs. W.), his peers, and the faculty. His
efforts are much appreciated.

Pictured Devin Tichy

Miss Kehoss of the History Department and Mrs. Wanat of the Media Center teamed up to bring in a speaker for the
US History Classes. History came to life as Mr. Carl Balestracci presented his Colonial era “museum piece” collection
to the students. His great presentation skills and knowledge of the time period brought the lesson to a new level for

our students. Mr. Peluso, Mr. Powers and Mr. Russo’s classes also participated.

Pictured are: Mr. Peluso,
Mpy. Balestracci, Miss
Kehoss, and Mr. Russo

Page 5




Media Center ... continued

Mrs. Kennedy’s classes have been researching many topics such as: buying your first car, career and job
informational aspects, eating disorders, the effects of alcohol and the brain, mood changes, Erikson, Piaget,
adolescence theories, adulthood and moral development. Their projects included: authoritative sources, creating
a magazine spread, writing newspaper articles, children’s books and brochures.

Mrs. McDonald’s 3D art classes at every level are working on their artist report and their artwork portfolios.
These portfolios demonstrate their growth and include their personal comments about their future art aspirations.
Students also burn a CD of their work for future interviews and personal accomplishment.

Mr. Nasry’s French Two classes as part of the cultural aspect related to France studied Impressionism through the
eyes of the American artist Mary Cassatt. The final project involved research, PowerPoint slides and presentations.

Mrs. Harrington’s Mind and Body Classes discovered more information about Chakra an “energy system” via
questioning sessions and additional supplied readings.

Ms. McQueeney’s Western Civilization Class, selected library materials on the Early Middle Ages. Each student
selected a person or a group of individuals and determined their societal role and achievements. The time period
stretched from the early 300°s to the late 900’s.

Mrs. Kingsley’s English 4 Class researched and studied Western Outlaws and Lawmen after studying “Tombstone”
and the time period of the O.K. Corral. The outlaws and lawmen studied were: Wyatt Earp, William Brocius,
Johnny Ringo and Doc Holliday. After much research regarding the time period the students created their own
biographies, and facts. In addition to this, students developed their own posters reflecting the historical events and
happenings.

The Guidance Department under the Direction of Ms. Lizotte, conducted several informational sessions in the
Media Center to explain the procedural process of AP testing. Ms. Lizotte and her staff also hosted an admissions
speaker from the University of Connecticut for our students.

Network Technology

Mr. Raucci, a GHS network technician, has been working
with teachers to promote the integration of technology
into the GHS curricula. His teaching and PD initiatives
currently include the Smart Board, Lanschool, Turnitin,
Elmo Cameras, Hand Held Response Systems, and web
design.

Here is a class in session. |:>
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Physical Education/Health

The Physical Education and Health Department has focused on our GHS academic expectation #3: our students are
analyzing and evaluating sources for reliability and credibility through their health projects. Our media specialist,
Celia Wanat has shared information she has created for her department that involves analysis of internet sites. This
S.0.D.A. model has been incorporated into our Sophomore health classes and our Freshmen fitness unit.

Janet Harrington has made presentations in Jim Powers’ Comparative Religions class on meditation and yoga. She
has also begun the introduction to yoga with many of the Freshmen physical education classes. Her students
responded very favorably to their first 2 lessons and she expects to revisit the topic after their health curriculum on
CPR is completed.

Matt Diglio has brought Mike Regan, our social worker, into his health classes to present demonstrations on how
alcohol affects the body and how it disrupts the family dynamic when abused. His students also responded with
very favorable with discussions and follow-up questions.

Our department has continued to expand our health curriculum to reach all students with Janet Harrington adding
health lessons to the Adaptive PE/H class. Last year, Jane Capellini and Peg Kennedy began delivering health
classes through the Art of Living class. This year, Janet has followed that with a separate health class each week in
their own classroom discussing and practicing the skills of emergency treatments and CPR.

Craig Vedrani continues to supervise the SCORE program- this involves about 45 athletes who go up to Melissa
Jones to read to the students. Each month the students must prepare the material, organize their time to coincide
with the reading class at Jones and then read to the groups. This is an outstanding opportunity for our high school
athletes to demonstrate their willingness to assist younger students with the skills of reading.

World Language

The beginning of the new semester is always exciting as it provides all of us the opportunity to reflect on what we
have accomplished during the first semester and to set goals for the remainder of the year. It is important to
understand that second semester grades determine placement for next year. In most courses students must have

a semester two average of 73 (C) to continue in the sequence.

* World Language Tip for the Month

We all learned to speak our own language by listening to our family when we were babies, imitating sounds that we
heard and progressing to words and finally to sentences. Listening comprehension is crucial to success in a foreign
language. What can you do to help your child increase listening comprehension skills?

0 Spanish students should listen to Spanish radio or television stations. Because the fast pace, they will be
frustrated if they are trying to comprehend the context of what they hear. But have them listen for 5 words
that they recognize and write them down. After a few times of successfully hearing 5 words, have them
increase to 10. Before long they will be picking up the context. This will also enable them to increase
participation in class and improve the quality of their writing.

0 French students can listen to music CDs and follow along. They should also watch sub-titled French language
films on DVD. The subtitles will help them understand what they hear while they are increasing their listening
skills.

* Useful Website

French and Spanish can practice their verb conjugations using www.conjuguemos.com On this site they are able to
choose the verbs and the tenses they wish to practice. It gives immediate feedback. They can also choose
vocabulary activities.
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English

Going Electric: The English Department is excited to launch our first Kindle-based classroom. In a world of
increasing connectivity and technological savvy, we recognize the need to stay apace of 21* Century learning styles.
As such, one section of Ms. Mulqueen-Teasdale’s English IV class will be using Kindles for all reading assignments
in the spring. Thanks to a generous grant from the Guilford Fund for Education, this exciting foray into electronic
text is possible. As a department, we will conduct a return on investment study to measure the cost effectiveness of
using electronic text versus paperback books. In addition, we plan to measure the instructional benefits of using
electronic text for students.

A Winter’s Tale: Senior English teachers announced to their students the opportunity to see A Winter’s Tale at
Yale Repertory Theater in New Haven. Approximately 90 students have purchased their tickets to see Shakespeare
come to life on April 3, 2012. The production is directed by OBIE Award-winning Resident Director Liz Diamond.
We know our students will delight in this tale of jealousy and forgiveness.

Literacy Lab: Our Literacy Lab continues to offer student assistance on essay composition on a daily basis.
Contact your child’s English teacher or Ms. Chaffe (chaffej@guilford.k12.ct.us) for more information about how
Literacy Lab can assist your young writer. Our tutors are Guilford High School English and Social Studies faculty
with a commitment to helping novice writers improve their craft. The schedule is as follows:

Mrs. Russo Room 22 First Period
Ms. Chaffe Room 23 Second Period
Mr. Cooksey Room 23 Third Period
Mr. Peluso Room 21 Seventh Period
Mr. Terenzi Room 12 Eighth Period
End the R Word Campaign

Have YOU signed the pledge? During the week of February 27, be on the lookout for students from the Life Skills
classroom who will be collecting signatures from Guilford High School students, teachers and staff to pledge the
following:

“Recognizing that our choice of language frames how we think about others, we, the undersigned, pledge
and support the elimination of the derogatory use of the word “retarded/retard” from everyday speech and
promote the acceptance and inclusion of people with intellectual disabilities.”

Anyone may sign the “End the R Word” banner that will be located at the entrance of the school, or you may sign
your name on the clipboards that students from the Life Skills classroom will be carrying. Don’t wait to be asked!
Just

volunteer your pledge and signature! In return you will receive a free End the R Word bracelet.

And then erase the R word from your vocabulary. The world will be a much better place!!

For more information about this campaign, please visit www.r-word.org
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Athletic

\

SOUTHEAw CONNECTICUT
CONFERENCE
HAMF’ N :
Congratulations to our girls cross country team for another outstanding fall season. The girls won the
SCC Hammonassett Division Championship, won the SCC championship, placed first in the Class MM
championship for the eighth consecutive year, finished 2™ in the state open meet and place 7™ in the
New England Championships.

Congratulations to our Fall Athletes of the Month:

September: ~ Marissa Mormile (Girls Soccer) & Kevin Maguire (Boys X-Country)
October: Leigh Rooney (Field Hockey) & Kevin Jacobsen (Boys Soccer)
November:  Corinne Sejourne (Girls X-Country) & Matt Hoey (Football)

Please visit the Athletes of the month page on our Athletic website for more information.

Spring sports sign-ups are now taking place in the nurse’s office. Any student interested in playing a

spring sport, returning and new, must sign-up in the school nurse’s office. Students and parents are

reminded of the following:

0 Student-Athletes and their parents are responsible for knowing the expiration date of their
physical.

0 If your physical will expire during the season, schedule an appointment for another one now.

¢ The physical examination form, the parental permission form and ImPACT testing
information must be submitted to the school nurse and approved by her before
student-athletes can begin to participate in practices or games.

Students that need to schedule an InPACT test may do so in the Main Office. Testing dates are March
1, 6™ or 7™ and they begin @ 2:30pm in Room 50.

0 Start Dates for Spring Sports
Baseball Conditioning - Mon., 3/12
Crew — TBD
All other Spring Sports — Mon., 3/19

Health Office Reminder

In Guilford, a physical exam is required for Grade 10. The exam must be done after January 1, of
the year your child begins tenth grade. In accordance with state law (C.G.S. Secs. 10-204a and 10-206),
all tenth grade physicals MUST be on file before your child begins eleventh grade. The 3-page “blue
physical form’’ should be completed by a parent/guardian and the student’s health care provider.

This new blue form also meets the requirements for participation in GHS athletics. All mandated exam
requirements must be done and documented by the medical office. Any incomplete exams will be
returned to the parents, for completion by the health care provider. If you have any questions or
need assistance in meeting the health requirements, please contact the Guilford High School Health
Office at (203) 453-2741, ext.6.
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Integrated Technology

In 2003, MIT developed the SeaPerch Robotics program. The program, funded by the Office of Naval Research,

is designed to teach students how to build an underwater Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV). This learning
experience focuses on integrating Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics education into an existing
Technology Education Curriculum. The intent of the program is to inspire and prepare students to meet the global
demand for 21% century STEM literacy.

This semester, students have worked tirelessly to design, plan and construct an ROV from conception to application.
The culmination of this lesson may take place in the form a possible competition between Guilford High School and
other schools. This activity has been designed to focus on school’s mission for collaboration between teachers and to
help students achieve.

In November, to further enhance these learning experiences, students were invited to the Sub Force Museum and
SUBASE NLON (Submariner School) in Groton. The trip provided students with a look into the design and
operation of a real submarine. Students utilized engineering and design practices as they operated the Navy’s state of
the art Los Angles Class 688 Control Training Simulator.

In the weeks following the field trip, students worked in collaboration on the design and construction of an ROV.
The electronics classes will focus on the design and drive system of the vehicle. The classes will also be required to
apply information from other classes like mathematics and science to modify the design and construct the final
vehicle. Students will be graded on their ability to problem solve and the quality and effort of their work. These
skills are built upon in future electronics experiences and provide students the real word skills necessary for other
problem solving activities. The SeaPerch robotic kits were purchase through a Guilford Fund for Education grant.

Student ROV

Students and the USS Nautilus
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Social Studies

Congratulations to Joe Peluso for being honored by Ronald McDonald House Charities as a Local Hero!

Ambassadors to the UN!

In January, Mike Greco, Niall Kneerim, Annie Xiao, Zoey Feldman, Alex Braddock, Cavin Amble, and Benett
Lovejoy joined over 1200 high school students from around the world at Yale in participating in the Yale Model
United Nations conference. As delegates from Tunisia, each student was immersed in the role of a UN committee
delegate. Each delegate drafted a position paper and sought to build consensus for a committee resolution on their
UN committee topic.

Elective(ly) Speaking

Mr. Minervini and Mr. Powers brought their students on field trips to enhance work done in their respective
sections of Comparative Religions class. Students in Mr. Powers class visited a Hindu temple. Students in Mr.
Minervini’s class teamed with Mr. Nasri’s Arabic students to visit a local mosque. Students remarked that they
were unaccustomed to seeing a place of worship with no chairs. They sat on the carpeted floor and were able to
speak with the Imam, or spiritual leader.

Western Civilizations students working with Miss McQueeney have been studying the Middle Ages. One
activity linked to their study was a role play called Meeting of the Minds. Among the medieval people
represented in the discussion were Charlemagne, Pope Gregory the Great, Alcuin of York, Pepin, King Alfred,
and Eleanor of Aquitaine. Students analyzed the impact of the feudal system, the role of the Church, and
influence of Germanic tribes on Western European society.

A “Meeting of the Minds” for the Middle Ages was a recent activity in Miss McQueeney’s Western Civilizations
class. Shown with their “id tags” [and some crowns] representing medieval people are, 1 to r, Rear: Andrew
Canizzaro, Christian Hallaway, Bruno Eire, and Sam Edgerton; Middle row: Jordyn Panicali, Erica Brancato,
Kayda Kreidel, Cristina Gonzalez, Abbey Clark-Moschella, Allysa Rowell, and Emily Ott; Kelly Markle, Meg
Goodrich, Lucy Faulkner, and Nicole Gigas.

Grade 10

Students in grade 10 Civics have been learning about the U.S. Constitution, the presidential primaries, and U.S.
foreign policy. As part of their analysis of Article I of the Constitution, students in Miss McQueeney’s classes
made a visual version of how the Electoral College functions.

As part of the unit on foreign policy, students explored America’s role in the world, the role of the president in
dealing with foreign friends and adversaries, and how Congress legislates foreign involvement. Foreign policy is-
sues were also discussed in light of the primary candidates who are running for president. Next fall, students will
look in greater detail at the 2012 presidential campaign.
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Social Studies

Grade 11

In the second quarter, students in Grade 11 United States History explored the themes of the power of the feder-
al government and economics through the lens of the newly formed republic up to the Civil War. Students ex-
amined primary source readings of Hamilton and Jefferson to exemplify the polarity of views regarding the
proper degree of power of the federal government. In the realm of economics, the federal government’s power
to regulate

commerce and money was examined through the controversy over the Bank of the United States. While Ron
Paul’s idea of eliminating the Federal Reserve Bank sounds new and exciting, there is definitely a lesson to be
explored in exploring the consequences of dissolving the Second Bank of the United States.

Music

We’re very excited to have had 50 students accepted to the CT Music Educators Assoc. (CMEA) Southern Re-
gion HS Festival held on January 13 and 14 in Meriden CT. All 50 are eligible to audition for All-State honors
as well in February. Students were accepted into all four performing groups, Chorus, Orchestra, Band and Jazz
Ensemble.

The audition season for next year’s select ensembles (Voices, Jazz Ensemble, Wind Ensemble and Symphony
Orchestra) is nearly upon us. Please watch for announcements and available music either within the Music
Department or on the directors’ websites. Mr. Buno-Chorus, Mr. Gahm-Band, Mr. Boates Jazz Ensemble and
Orchestra.

Upcoming performances include:

Thursday, February 2, 2012: No Bass, Percussion Ensemble and Town Band

Wednesday, February 8, 2012: Wind Ensemble at Adam Middle School

Wednesday, February 15, 2012: Meals-On Wheels Benefit Concert

Monday, February 27, 2012: Senior/Junior Honors Recital

Thursday, March 1, 2012: Voices Showcase

Friday, March 16, 2012: Concert Choir, Concert Band & Symphony Orchestra at Woolsey Hall

All performances are in the GHS auditorium and begin at 7:30 PM unless otherwise noted. As usual, the entire
music department calendar can be accessed right on the GHS home page.
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Science

Yuning Zhang, a senior, was recently selected as a semifinalist in the Intel Science Talent Search, which is the
nation's most prestigious pre-college science competition. Only 300 students nationally were chosen as
semifinalists. His award winning independent research project, carried out at one of Yale's research laboratories,
is entitled "Isolation and Characterization of Endogenous Kidney Stem Cells". From the select pool of 300
semi-finalists, 40 finalists will be chosen. These students are then invited to Washington, DC in March to
participate in final judging, display their work to the public, meet with notable scientists, and compete for the
top award of $100,000.

Mrs. Ruth Heckman, AP Biology and Anatomy & Physiology teacher, was named a Teacher of Merit 2012 by
the Intel Science Talent Search for motivating and inspiring students to pursue careers in the field of science.

As part of a unit on the Cardiovascular system, Anatomy and Physiology
studied the structure and function of the heart during January. Lab work
included dissection of a calf heart which allowed students to identify the
chambers and valves of the heart, and the major vessels serving the
heart. With an actual heart in hand, students were able to trace the flow
of blood through the heart. In addition, students tested the effect of
various environmental factors (e.g. temperature; chemicals such as
alcohol) on the heart rate of the crustacean Daphnia. Students will
continue their study of the cardiovascular system with investigations on
the effects of posture and exercise on their own pulse and blood
pressure.

Earth Science has a field trip to the Rose Science Center in NYC on Feb.
8th. We will tour the museum and see a virtual reality simulation of
space and our solar system.

The trip will be followed up by discussion in class and relating our experience in the museum to our curriculum in
astronomy.

Science Clubs:

The Phenomenology Club recently had Phil Quinn as a guest speaker. He gave a lecture in the auditorium on his
profession as a medium. He claims to see and hear those that have passed on in death. He described his talents and
experiences in detail and answered many question posed by students and faculty alike. The lecture was attended
by several hundred students and faculty.

The Women in Science Club hosted guest speaker Beth Patrizzi during its first meeting on January 10",
Ms. Patrizzi is the director of the Cedar Island Marina Research Laboratory and a professor at Quinnipiac
University. Ms. Patrizzi spoke with the students about her education in the sciences and her career and
responsibilities. For more information on the Women in Science Club, please visit:
http://womeninscienceguilford.weebly.com/index.html

One of the student extracurricular clubs with a significant connection to science is the Guilford High School
Environmental Club whose mission is to create awareness of environmental issues and their solutions in the high
school and in the greater Guilford community. We have organized many projects since the club was restarted last
year, including “Green Friday”, trail cleanups on Guilford Land Trust properties and the Dudley-Barrows Farm,
and fundraisers with donations of proceeds to the Guilford Land Conservation Trust. A program to raise
awareness of the Dawn Redwood trees here on the GHS campus, an internationally endangered tree, is currently in
progress as well as a recycling program for plastic bottle caps. The club meets every Thursday in Room 115.

New members are always welcome!
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http://womeninscienceguilford.weebly.com/index.html

February 2012

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4
Auditorium
Winter Concert
7:30 pm
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Wind Ensemble at
Adams Middle
School 7:00 pm
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Library: Auditorium:
GBOE 7:30 pm Meals on Wheels
Benefit Concert
7:30 pm
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Auditorium:
NO SCHOOL NO SCHOOL Guilford Youth &
WINTER RECESS | WINTER RECESS Family Theatre
9am - 9pm
26 27 28 29
Auditorium: Auditorium:
Guilford Youth & | Honors Recital
Family Theatre |7:30 pm
9am - 9pm

March 2012

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3
Auditorium:
Voices Showcase
7:30 pm
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
CAPT Testing CAPT Testing CAPT Testing CAPT Testing CAPT Testing
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
CAPT Testing CAPT Testing CAPT Testing CAPT Testing CAPT Testing
Woolsey Hall
Concert 7:30 pm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Auditorium/Library | Auditorium/Library Auditorium:
Freshman Freshman Dept. of Education
Orientation Night | Orientation Night Common Core State
7:00 - 8:30 pm 7:00 - 8:30 pm Standards 4 - 7 pm
25 26 27 28 29 30
Gym: Early Dismissal Auditorium:
Strings Festival Auditorium: GFFE Adult Spelling
7:00 pm State of the Schools Bell 6 - 9:30 pm
Reception &
Presentation
6:00 / 7:00 pm
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Important Information

Second Semester Parking
Current Junior or Senior students who plan on obtaining a parking permit for the second
semester, starting January 27th, may obtain one for a reduced price of $20. Students in 11th
and 12th grade who are interested in obtaining a permit for the second semester must complete
and present the following to the Student Affairs Center:

+ acompleted Senior/Junior Parking Application/Contract signed by the student and

parent/guardian;

¢ acopy of the official registration certificate;

¢ acopy of the student’s license.
If you have any questions concerning the Senior/Junior Parking Application, feel free to contact
Mrs. Lamberton at extension 262 or refer to the Student/Parent Handbook.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:

Feb. 20-21 Winter Recess (no school for students and staff)

March 5-16 CAPT Testing

March 28 Early Dismissal (students only - PLC Professional Development)
April 6 Good Friday (no school for students and staf¥)

April  9-13 Spring Break

April 25 Early Dismissal (students only - PLC Professional Development)

Upcoming Guilford Board of Education Meetings
Meetings Begin at 7:30 p.m. in the Guilford High School Library

February 13 March 12 April 16

The Guilford Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, marital status, national/ethnic origin,
age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or disability in its programs, activities, and employment practices.
Questions or complaints related to Title IX should be directed to Anne Keene, Assistant Superintendent, 55 Park St., Guilford, CT
06437 or at 203-453-8216; questions or complaints related to disabilities, should be directed to Patricia Brett, Director of Pupil
Services, 280 South Union Street, Guilford, CT or 203-453-0128.

Page 15



Class of 2015

Dear Freshmen Parents/Guardians,

On behalf of the administration, faculty, and staff we welcome you to the Class of 2015. As advisors, we will
continually update students and you concerning the goals, activities, and future plans of our class. Our role is to
guide, motivate, and nurture our students as they progress through their high school

experience.

Dues and fundraisers are our largest money makers, which will help defray many of the expenses in the senior
year such as yearbooks, outings, caps and gowns, the prom, etc. We are in the beginning stages
of planning our first fundraiser; any suggestions are welcome.

As advisors of the Class of 2015, we are setting class dues in the amount of $240.00, which will be due by senior
year. You can pay in increments each year, or pay in full at anytime. Please make checks

payable to GHS Class of 2015. If anyone is unable to meet this obligation, please contact Miss Hirsch or Miss
Strzepek.

We are excited for and look forward to the next few years!

Diane Hirsch and Ali Strzepek
hirschd@guilford.k12.ct.us strzepeka@guilford.k12.ct.us

. . . . . . e e . . e . . e e . . . . . . e e . . . . e e e

Attention Juniors and Junior Parents!

Over the next few weeks the Junior Prom Committee will be meeting regularly to plan for an exciting Junior
Prom. Circle April 21* on your calendars! It promises to be an exciting evening for all. To make it happen we
are going to need the assistance of all of the juniors and junior parents. Juniors keep listening to morning
announcements — meetings will take place on most Friday afternoons. Parents, you will be getting an email about
an upcoming parent meeting at night — we hope you will make every effort to attend and see how you can
contribute! There will be jobs for everyone! Thank you in advance for all your help!

Page 16



CAPT — MARCH 2012

All grade 10 students in Connecticut will take the Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT) start-
ing on Monday, March 5, 2012. Four major content areas are assessed on the CAPT: Mathematics, Read-
ing Across the Disciplines, Writing Across the Disciplines, and Science.

The Mathematics test assesses how well students can compute and estimate, solve problems, and
communicate their understanding. The test assesses four content standards: (1) Algebraic Reasoning:
Patterns and Functions, (2) Numerical and Proportional Reasoning, (3) Geometry and Measurement, and
(4) Working with Data: Probability and Statistics. The test focuses on how well students apply important
mathematics concepts to problems that are relevant to their daily lives. Accordingly, it assumes the
acquisition of basic knowledge and skills and requires the application of that knowledge and those skills
to the solution of realistic problems drawn from everyday experiences and the needs of the workplace.

The Reading Across the Disciplines section contains two tests that assess students’ reading skills:
Response to Literature and Reading for Information. The Response to Literature test requires students to
read a short published story and then respond in writing to four questions. The Reading for Information
test requires students to read three nonfiction articles taken from magazines, newspapers, or journals and
answer a combination of 12 multiple-choice and six open-ended (short-answer) questions.

The Writing Across the Disciplines section has two tests that assess students’ writing skills:
Interdisciplinary Writing and Editing & Revising. The Interdisciplinary Writing section requires students
to apply critical thinking skills they have gained through their social studies, science, mathematics,
language arts, the arts, and other disciplines to an important contemporary issue. Students will read two
short published articles that represent different perspectives on an important issue, such as restricting the
licensing of teenage drivers. Students must take a position on the issue, and write a first draft of a
persuasive letter. The Editing & Revising test focuses on editing, composing, and revising skills. The test
requires students to read three passages of sample student writing and answer 18 multiple-choice ques-
tions to correct common errors in organization, word choice, syntax, capitalization, punctuation,

usage, and spelling.

The Science test assesses five content standards: the following content (1) Energy Transformations, (2)
Chemical Structures and Properties, (3) Global Interdependence, (4) Cell Chemistry and Biotechnology,
and (4) Genetics, Evolution and Biodiversity. Curriculum-embedded science performance tasks have
been developed for each of the five content strands in grades 9 and 10. Students respond to two different
types of items: multiple-choice and open ended. On the open-ended items, students are asked to respond
in writing to the question, or they may be asked to sketch a graph. Overall, the Science test consists of 60
multiple-choice and 5 open-ended items.

A schedule for the entire CAPT testing period is available on the Guilford High School website.
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MONDAY

5 - A Day

Sophomores/CAPT TEST
Editing and Revising
Reading for

Information

Freshmen
Class meeting
(CAPT prep/Scheduling)

Juniors/Seniors arrive
at 9:25 AM

FIRST OFFICIAL DAY OF
TESTING

March 2012—CAPT TESTING

TUESDAY

6 — B Day

Sophomores/CAPT
TEST
Interdisciplinary
Writing 1

Freshmen/CAPT
PRACTICE

Interdisciplinary
Writing

Juniors/Seniors
arrive at 9:10 AM

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

1- CDay

7 - CDay 8 — D Day

Sophomores/CAPT Sophomores/CAPT

TEST TEST

Response to Literature Interdisciplinary
Writing 2

Freshmen/CAPT PRAC- Freshmen/CAPT

TICE PRACTICE

Math Response to
Literature

Juniors/Seniors arrive
at 9:10 AM

Juniors/Seniors
arrive at 9:10 AM

12 - B Day 13- C Day 14 - D Day 15 - A Day
Sophomores/CAPT TEST | Sophomores/CAPT Sophomores/CAPT Sophomores/CAPT
Math Session 1 TEST TEST TEST

Freshmen/CAPT PRACTICE
Reading for Information
Editing and Revising

Juniors/Seniors arrive
at 9:10 AM

19 - C Day
Regular School day-

Sophomores/CAPT
SUPPLEMENTAL
Test — Science
Period 1 (Extended)

26 — D Day
Regular School day-
Sophomore Make- up
testing only

Math Session 2

Freshmen
Healthy
Relationships
Workshops
(Classrooms)

Juniors/Seniors
arrive at 9:10 AM

20 - D Day
Regular School day-
Sophomore Make- up
testing only

27 - A Day
Regular School day-
Sophomore Make- up
testing only

Science Review Video
Science Session 1

Freshmen/CAPT
PRACTICE

Science

Juniors/Seniors arrive
at 9:10 AM

21- A Day
Regular School day-
Sophomore Make- up
testing only

28 — B Day
Early Dismissal — 12:10
pm
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Science Session 2

Freshmen

| A mAsd@rhbly t

(Auditorium)

Juniors/Seniors
arrive at 9:10 AM

22 - B Day
Regular School day-
Sophomore Make- up
testing only

29 - C Day

FRIDAY
2 -D Day
9 - A Day

Regular School day-
Sophomore Make-
up testing only

16 - B Day

Regular School day-
Sophomore Make-
up testing only

23 -CDay

Regular School day-
Sophomore Make- up
testing only

30 - D Day

LAST OFFICIAL
DAY OF TESTING



