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February 1, 2012
Dear Parents and Guardians,

As the Connecticut Mastery Testing period approaches we want to emphasize the importance of having all our students in good health so they can be in attendance at school. 
Mastery testing will take place here at Baldwin School beginning on March 5th and ending on March 16th.  All testing will begin at 8:30 a.m. and will last approximately one hour per day. We ask that you do not withdraw your child from school during this time for vacation or for doctor’s appointments, unless your child is truly ill. It is very difficult for a child to make-up a CMT when they return to school after being gone on vacation. It is required by the state that all students take every exam before the end of our testing dates, and make-up testing impacts their academic progress because students must be removed from academics to complete these tests. Also, completing a CMT test in an unusual environment can bring undue stress to your child. Please make every effort to have your child in school and on time during the testing period. 
Another way that you can help your child be prepared for the CMTs is to be sure they are well rested and have a good breakfast. Additionally, as they prepare for the day, please ask your child if they have their lunch, lunch card, instrument and gym clothes. If a child does not have to worry about these things, they will be focused and prepared to manage the increased demands of testing. 
Thank you for your attention to this matter and understanding the importance of CMT testing. We appreciate your support.

Sincerely,

Anne M. Snurkowski
