
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Dear Parents/Guardian, 

 

We are beginning to think about the transition process for all our students.  During the next few 

months at team meetings, we will be discussing the transition process with the children and address-

ing their many questions and concerns. 

 

Our sixth graders are looking forward with excitement and anticipation to entering Adams Middle 

School.  We recognize that as parents of sixth graders, you have many questions about this process.  

Therefore, we direct your attention to the following page, with information regarding the Adams 

parent transition meeting at Adams on April 26
th

 from 7:00-8:30 pm. 

 

Of course, the transition from grade five to six is also a big step for our students.  We are working 

very hard to prepare them for this move.  At team meetings, we will discuss what the sixth grade 

experience may be like for them, and will address questions and listen to their observations.  Par-

ents of grade five students who may require information regarding their child’s transition to grade 

six may call Mrs. Maher, the grade 6 guidance counselor, Mr. Ross, the Dean of Students or myself. 

 

Additionally, as part of our transition process, we would like to invite parents to share in writing, 

specific observations regarding your child’s transition to grade 6 with either Mrs. Maher, the grade 

6 Guidance Counselor, Mr. Ross, the Dean of Students or myself.  Please understand that your 

observations should focus on the learning needs of your child, rather than a request for a spe-

cific teacher or team.  We would ask you to understand that personal friendships cannot be a 

criteria in making team placements, but we certainly welcome observations related to the 

learning environment that best meets your child’s needs.  I am encouraging all parents to avail 

themselves the opportunity to have any questions or concerns addressed prior to May 2, 2012, as 

all team assignments will need to be finalized and no requests for team changes will be accepted.  

As part of our transition process, we plan on having the 5th grade students meet their new 6th grade 

team of teachers on the last day of school.  It is essential that we receive all information by the end 

of April. 

 

We look forward to working with you and the children during this most important time period 

 

 

Anne M. Snurkowski 

Principal  
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6

th
 to 7

th
 Grade Transition News 

 

All sixth grade parents are invited to E. C. Adams Middle School for orientation 

on Thursday, April 26, 2012 from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the gym.  The Adams Stu-

dent Support Staff will give an overview of programs and the Adam’s Peer Help-

ers will lead building tours.  Informational packets will be distributed at this time.  

Parents will have the opportunity to complete a Parent Survey/Learning Profile 

for their child and let us know of any special considerations/concerns for place-

ment in seventh grade.  Scheduling of seventh graders does not occur until the 

end of May/early June, but we encourage parental input so we can make the 

best placement for your child.  

A note to parents of 6
th

 graders  
from Catherine Walker, principal of Adams Middle School 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATIONIMPORTANT INFORMATION  

Abraham Baldwin Middle School 
68 Bullard Drive 

Guilford, Connecticut 06437 
(203) 457-0222 

 
 

Anne M. Snurkowski          Phillip L. Ross 
Principal                 Dean of Students 
 
 
February 1, 2012 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

As the Connecticut Mastery Testing period approaches we want to emphasize the 

importance of having all our students in good health so they can be in attendance at 

school.  

 

Mastery testing will take place here at Baldwin School beginning on March 5
th

 and ending 

on March 16
th

.  All testing will begin at 8:30 a.m. and will last approximately one 

hour per day. We ask that you do not withdraw your child from school during this 

time for vacation or for doctor’s appointments, unless your child is truly ill. It is very 

difficult for a child to make-up a CMT when they return to school after being gone on 

vacation. It is required by the state that all students take every exam before the end of 

our testing dates, and make-up testing impacts their academic progress because 

students must be removed from academics to complete these tests. Also, completing a 

CMT test in an unusual environment can bring undue stress to your child. Please make 

every effort to have your child in school and on time during the testing period.  

 

Another way that you can help your child be prepared for the CMTs is to be sure they are 

well rested and have a good breakfast. Additionally, as they prepare for the day, please 

ask your child if they have their lunch, lunch card, instrument and gym clothes. If a child 

does not have to worry about these things, they will be focused and prepared to manage 

the increased demands of testing.  

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and understanding the importance of CMT 

testing. We appreciate your support. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Anne M. Snurkowski 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATIONIMPORTANT INFORMATION  

 

CMT Testing Schedule 
 
   
Monday March 5 Editing & Revising – 60 min. - Grades 5 & 6 
 
Tuesday March 6 Writing Sample – 45 min. - Grades 5 & 6     

 
Wednesday March 7 Reading Comprehension 1 – 45 min. - Grade 5 

Reading Comprehension 1 – 45 min. - Grade 6                                                       
 
Thursday March 8 Reading Comprehension 2 – 45 min. - Grade 5 

Reading Comprehension 2 – 45 min. – Grade 6 
   
 Friday  March 9 DRP – 45 min. - Grade 5 

DRP – 45 min. - Grade 6 
                                             
Monday        March 12 Science - Grade 5 - 65 Min.  
    Possible Supplemental Grades 6 or make-ups 
 
Tuesday March 13 Math 1 – 60 min. -Grade 5 

Math 1 – 60 min. -Grade 6  
 
 
Wednesday March 14 Math 2 – 60 min. - (calculators) -Grade 5 
    Math 2 – 60 min. - (calculators) -Grade 6    
 
Thursday  March 15 Math 3 – 60 min. - (calculators, rulers) - Grade 5 
    Math 3 – 60 min. - (calculators, rulers) - Grade 6 
 
Friday           March 16     Make-Ups Grade 5/6 or possible Supplemental Grades 5  
 
 
 
Monday March 19- Friday March 23 – Make-ups Grades 5 & 6 
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PTO BULLETIN BOARD PTO BULLETIN BOARD   

The next PTO meeting will be on Thursday, February 9th, The next PTO meeting will be on Thursday, February 9th, 

at 7:00 PM in the Baldwin teacher’s lounge.at 7:00 PM in the Baldwin teacher’s lounge.  

Please note all documents for the Bugler must be submitted to Hilary Gindi by February 

26th for inclusion in February’s newsletter. E-mail: Hilary.Gindi@gmail.com 

The School Store is open in the Café every Thursday during lunch. Students can purchase 
school supplies at a great price right at school. We have a wide selection of pens, pencils, eras-
ers, sharpeners, paper, folders, calculators, and much, much more. Cash only, please.  
 
If you would like to volunteer for the School Store during your child’s lunch period, please 
contact Lynn Horton at 203-627-4129 or email her at Lynniehorton@gmail.com. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Page 6 BALDWIN BUGLER February 2012 

CHANGING YOUR CHILDS AFTER SCHOOL PLANS DURING SCHOOL 

HOURS SHOULD BE DONE BEFORE 2:00 PM. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION! 

~Sincerely, Mrs. Cricchi & Mrs. Polastri 

Non-Discrimination Statement 
 
The Guilford Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, marital status, na-
tional/ethnic origin, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or disability in its programs, 
activities, and employment practices.  Questions or complaints related to Title IX should be directed to Anne 
Keene, Assistant Superintendent, 55 Park St., Guilford, CT 06437 or at 203-453-8216; questions or com-
plaints related to disabilities, should be directed to Patricia Brett, Director of Pupil Services, 280 South Union 
St., Guilford, CT or 203-453-0128. 
September 2011 

LUNCHBOXES, SWEATERS, JACKETS,  

SNEAKERS, GYM CLOTHES etc. etc. etc. 

 
LOST AND FOUND  

IS LOCATED IN THE CAFETERIA 

PLEASE CHECK IT OUT! 

 

Please note - several times during the year we send an overwhelming amount of lost and found items to 

Good Will. We announce it to the students several days before so students will go through it first. We 

usually send it before vacations so keep that in mind. 

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE! 
 

Parents/Guardians: 

There are many times during the school year when Parents/

Guardians send money to school for field trips, instruments or other 

school activities. Please be aware if your check is returned to Bald-

win for insufficient funds, account closed or any other reason you 

will be charged the $10.00 service charge the bank bestows to us.  

Thank you for understanding.  

 

FROM THE GUIDANCE OFFICE 

 

Homework Request: 

If a student is absent from school for one or two days due to illness or a family emergency, parents need 

not be concerned about calling the school to obtain the missed work assignments. When the student re-

turns to school she/he should then check with the teachers for the missed assignments. It is important 

that the child focus on getting well without having to worry about completing work. 

If a student is absent for more than three days due to illness or family emergency, parents may call the 

Guidance office directly at 457-0222 ext. 418 between 8:15-10:15 a.m. to make arrangements for as-

signments and necessary books to be obtained from the child’s teachers and picked up at the end of the 

school day. 
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NEWS FROM THE NURSE’S DESK... 

HELMETS FOR SKIING, SNOWBOARDING, SKATING AND SLEDDING 
 

 
 

Please consider wearing helmets this winter season! 
 

44% is the amount you can reduce your chances of head trauma! 
 

56% is the amount you can reduce the chances of head trauma for your child! 
 

 

This message is brought to you by the American Academy of Pediatrics website 
care of Leah O’Callahan, Baldwin School Nurse 

From the Desk of Mrs. OôCallahan , Baldwin School Nurse 
I have seen many Baldwin students with winter sports injuries this season and I would like you to 
please take a moment to read some safety suggestions from the American Academy of Pediat-
rics. I wish you all a safe and active winter season.   
 
Winter Sports and Activities 
Set reasonable time limits on outdoor play to prevent frostbite.  Have children come inside peri-
odically to warm up. 
 

 Ice Skating  

¶ Allow children to skate only on approved surfaces.  Check for signs posted by local police or 
recreation departments, or call your local police department to find out which areas have been 
approved. 

¶ Advise your child to: skate in the same direction as the crowd; avoid darting across the ice; 
never skate alone; do not chew gum or eat candy while skating. 
CONSIDER HAVING YOUR CHILD WEAR A HELMET WHILE ICE SKATING. 
 

Sledding  

¶ Keep sledders away from motor vehicles. 
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NEWS FROM THE NURSE’S DESK... 

¶ Children should be supervised while sledding. 

¶ Keep young children separated from older children. 

¶ Sledding feet first or sitting up, instead of lying down head-first, may prevent head injuries. 

¶ CONSIDER HAVING YOUR CHILD WEAR A HELMET WHILE SLEDDING. 

¶ Use steerable sleds, not snow disks or inner tubes. 

¶ Sleds should be structurally sound and free of sharp edges and splinters, and the steering 
mechanism should be well lubricated. 

¶ Sled slopes should be free of obstructions like trees or fences, be covered in snow not ice, not 
be too steep (slope of less than 30º), and end with a flat runoff. 
Avoid sledding in crowded areas. 
 

Snow Skiing and Snowboarding 

¶ Children should be taught to ski or snowboard by a qualified instructor in a program designed 
for children. 

¶ Never ski or snowboard alone. 

¶ Young children should always be supervised by an adult.  Older children’s need for adult su-
pervision depends on their maturity and skill.  If older children are not with an adult, they should 
always at least be accompanied by a friend. 

¶ The AAP recommends that children under age 7 not snowboard. 

¶ CONSIDER WEARING A HELMET. 

¶ Equipment should fit the child.  Skiers should wear safety bindings that are adjusted at least 
every year.  Snowboarders should wear gloves with built-in wrist guards. 

¶ Slopes should fit the ability and experience of the skier or snowboarder.  Avoid crowded 
slopes. 
Avoid skiing in areas with trees and other obstacles. 
 
Snowmobiling  

¶ The AAP recommends that children under age 16 not operate snowmobiles and that children 
under age 6 never ride on snowmobiles. 

¶ Do not use a snowmobile to pull a sled or skiers. 

¶ WEAR GOGGLES AND A SAFETY HELMET APPROVED FOR USE ON MOTORIZED VE-
HICLES LIKE MOTORCYCLES. 

¶ Travel at safe speeds. 

¶ Never use alcohol or other drugs before or during snowmobiling. 

¶ Never snowmobile alone or at night. 

¶ Stay on marked trails, away from roads, water, railroads and pedestrians. 

¶  

Sun Protection 
The sun’s rays can still cause sunburn in the winter, especially when they reflect off snow.  Make 
sure to cover your child’s exposed skin with sunscreen. 
 
What to Wear  

¶ Dress infants and children warmly for outdoor activities.  Several thin layers will keep them dry 
and warm.  Clothing for children should consist of thermal long johns, turtlenecks, one or two 
shirts, pants, sweater, coat, warm socks, boots, gloves or mittens, and a hat. 

¶ The rule of thumb for older babies and young children is to dress them in one more layer of 
clothing than an adult would wear in the same conditions. 

¶ Blankets, quilts, pillows, sheepskins and other loose bedding may contribute to Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome (SIDS) and should be kept out of an infant’s sleeping environment.  Sleep cloth-
ing like one-piece sleepers is preferred.  
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NEWS FROM THE NURSE’S DESK... 

If a blanket must be used to keep a sleeping infant warm, it should be tucked in around the crib 
mattress, reaching only as far as your baby’s chest, so the infant's face is less likely to become 
covered by bedding. 
 

Hypothermia  

¶ Hypothermia develops when a child's temperature falls below normal due to exposure to cold. 
It often happens when a youngster is playing outdoors in extremely cold weather without wearing 
proper clothing or when clothes get wet. 

¶ As hypothermia sets in, the child may shiver and become lethargic and clumsy.  His speech 
may become slurred and his body temperature will decline. 
If you suspect your child is hypothermic, call 911 at once. Until help arrives, take the child in-
doors, remove any wet clothing, and wrap him in blankets or warm clothes. 
 

Frostbite  

¶ Frostbite happens when the skin and outer tissues become frozen.  This condition tends to 
happen on extremities like the fingers, toes, ears and nose.  They may become pale, gray and 
blistered. At the same time, the child may complain that her skin burns or has become numb. 

¶ If frostbite occurs, bring the child indoors and place the frostbitten parts of her body in warm 
(not hot) water.  104° Fahrenheit (about the temperature of most hot tubs) is recommended. 
Warm washcloths may be applied to frostbitten nose, ears and lips. 

¶ Do not rub the frozen areas. 

¶ After a few minutes, dry and cover him with clothing or blankets. Give him something warm to 
drink. 
If the numbness continues for more than a few minutes, call your doctor. 
 

Winter Health  

¶ If your child suffers from winter nosebleeds, try using a cold air humidifier in the child's room 
at night. Saline nose drops may help keep tissues moist. If bleeding is severe or recurrent, con-
sult your pediatrician. 

¶ Many pediatricians feel that bathing two or three times a week is enough for an infant’s first 
year. More frequent baths may dry out the skin, especially during the winter. 

¶ Cold weather does not cause colds or flu.  But the viruses that cause colds and flu tend to be 
more common in the winter, when children are in school and are in closer contact with each 
other.  Frequent hand washing and teaching your child to sneeze or cough into the bend of her 
elbow may help reduce the spread of colds and flu. 
Children between 6 months and 18 years of age should get the influenza vaccine to reduce their 
risk of catching the flu. 
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Clubs at Baldwin 2011-2012 

Students sign up and pick up more information in front of the main office. 

Student Council-Mrs. Skelly and Mr. Vitale 

2:40-3:30, library 

February 14, 28 

March 13, 27 

April 3, 17 

May 1, 15 

June 5 

Newspaper Club-Mrs. Mitchell and Ms. Mitchell 

2:42-3:25-Room 435 

February 2, 16 

March 8, 22 

April 5, 26 

May 10, 24 

June 7  

Math Club-Mrs. Bellonio 

2:45-3:30, library 

Every Monday there is school 

Beginning October 17 

Yearbook Club-Mrs. McLaughlin 

2:45-3:25-RM 443 

 

February 6, 27 

March 12, 26 

June TBD 

Drama Club-Mrs. Mitchell and Ms. Mitchell 

2:42-3:42-Room 435 

February 7, 28 

March 13, 27 

April 17 

May 1, 15, 29 

June 5 

Computer Club –Mrs. Dear  

2:42-3:42-computer lab 

February 6, 13, 27 

March 5, 12, 19, 26 

April 2, 16, 23, 30 

May 7, 14, 21 

Unified Sports-Mr. Wallach 

Practices will meet on Tuesdays-2:42-4:00-Gym 

Tournaments-Not all participants go to every tourna-

ment-Mr. Wallach will decide who and when 

October 11 

March 5 

March 9 

March 20 

May 8 

Anime Club-Ms. Shutak 

2:42-4:00 – 221 

February 2, 9, 16, 23 

March 1, 8, 15, 22 

April 5, 19, 26 

May 3, 10, 17, 24 

Do Something Club-Mrs. Chapman & Mrs. L. 

Nemergut 

2:42-3:42-Room 411 

February 2, 16 

March 1, 15, 29 

April 5, 19 

May 3, 17 

June 7 

Art Club –Mrs. Makoski Session 1 

2:42-3:42-Art Room 

October 13 

November 3, 17 

December 1, 8 

January 5, 12, 19, 26 

February 2, 9 

Sign Language Club Part 2 -Jaye Carlson 

2:42-3:40-Room 211  
January 31 

February 7, 14, 28 

March 6, 13, 20, 27 

April 3, 17, 24, 

May 1 

Students interested in clubs can find sign-up sheets and 

permission slips located in front of the main office. 

Volleyball Club-Janelle McElhany 

2:42-4:30—GYM 

February 3, 10, 17, 24 

March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
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