Nature of Life Unit Vocabulary


Name: ____________________________

Per: ______
	#
	Term
	Definition

	1. 
	Biology
	Biology is the study of life and living organisms.

	2. 
	Characteristic
	A quality, feature or trait that is typical of an object or organism.

	3. 
	Adaptation
	Physical feature or behavior of an organism which helps it survive in its environment.

	4. 
	Stimulus
	Anything that causes a response or change in an organism.

	5. 
	Response
	Reaction of an organism to a stimulus.

	6. 
	Nutrient
	Raw materials which are taken into the organism to be used for energy, growth and tissue repair.

	7. 
	Energy 
	The ability to do work.

	8. 
	Reproduction 
	The processes that make more of the same kind of organism. Two types of reproduction are asexual reproduction and sexual reproduction.

	9. 
	Asexual reproduction
	Process in which a single parent organism creates new organisms which are identical to the parent organism.

	10. 
	Sexual reproduction
	Process in which a new organism is created from a genetic combination of two parent organisms.

	11. 
	Growth
	Increase in size and mass due to an increase in the size or amount of cells.

	12. 
	Structure
	a. A physical part of an object or organism.  

b. The way in which something is built, arranged or organized.

	13. 
	Function
	The action, use or purpose of an object or organism.

	14. 
	Homeostasis
	The ability of an organism or cell to maintain a stable internal environment.

	15. 
	Autotroph
	A cell or organism which produces nutrients (glucose) through the process of photosynthesis.

	16. 
	Heterotroph
	A cell or organism which cannot produce nutrients and must obtain nutrients from another source.

	17. 
	Producer
	A cell or organism which produces nutrients (glucose) through the process of photosynthesis.  Producers serve as a source of nutrients for other organisms which consume them.

	18. 
	Consumer
	A cell or organism which cannot produce nutrients and must obtain nutrients from another source.

	19. 
	Microorganism (Microbe)
	Microscopic organism.  

	20. 
	Prokaryotic Cell (Prokaryote)
	A single-celled organism which does not contain a nucleus and membrane-bound organelles.

	21. 
	Eukaryotic Cell (Eukaryote)
	A cell which contains a nucleus and membrane-bound organelles.

	22. 
	Unicellular 
	Organism consisting (made up) of a single cell.

	23. 
	Multicellular 
	Organism consisting (made up) of more than one cell.

	24. 
	Monera
	Prokaryotes which lack a nucleus or other membrane-bound organelles.  Also called Bacteria.  Monera are either Archaebacteria or Eubacteria.

	25. 
	Bacteria
	Prokaryotes which lack a nucleus or other membrane-bound organelles.  Bacteria are either Archaebacteria or Eubacteria.

	26. 
	Archaebacteria
	Kingdom made up of bacteria that live in extreme environments.

	27. 
	Eubacteria
	Kingdom of all prokaryotes except Archaebacteria.  Eubacteria are common bacteria.

	28. 
	Virus
	An infectious agent which can only replicate (copy) itself inside a living cell. A virus is not living and must invade a living cell to keep itself alive and replicate.

	29. 
	Fungi 
(singular = Fungus)
	Kingdom of organisms which includes mushrooms, yeast, and molds.  Fungi obtain energy by decomposing other organisms.

	30. 
	Protista (Protist)
	Kingdom of simple eukaryotic microorganisms.  A protist is any eukaryotic organism that is not a plant, animal or fungus.

	31. 
	Community
	Groups of two or more different types of organisms living together within the same area where they may interact with each other. 

	32. 
	Pathogen
	An organism which causes disease in other organisms.

	33. 
	Food Preservation
	Techniques used to prevent food from spoiling.

	34. 
	Dehydration
	Process of preserving food by removing water from food.

	35. 
	Salting
	Process of preserving food by using salt to draw out water to prevent the growth of microbes.

	36. 
	Pickling
	Process of preserving food by soaking it in brine (a solution of salt water) to produce acid; or soaking it in acid (usually vinegar).

	37. 
	Irradiation
	The process of preserving food by exposing it to radiation to destroy microorganisms, viruses, or insects that might be present.  

	38. 
	Radiation
	Energy which moves through space (including gamma rays, electron beams, and x-rays).


