Measurement Unit Vocabulary


Name: __________________________
Per: _______
Date: ______________

	#
	Term
	Definition

	1. 
	Data
	Facts or pieces of information (Note: Data  is a plural of datum)

	2. 
	Quantitative Data
	Information obtained from measurements that can be counted or written as numbers.

	3. 
	Qualitative Data
	Information which is descriptive and often obtained from the senses.

	4. 
	Length
	Distance between two points

	5. 
	Volume
	The amount of space that matter occupies; or the amount of matter that a container can hold.

	6. 
	Mass
	The amount of matter in an object or material.  (different than weight)

	7. 
	Weight
	A measurement of the pulling force of gravity on an object or substance.

	8. 
	Temperature
	A measurement of heat energy.  

	9. 
	Customary system (of measurement)
	The measurement system often used in the United States, using inches, feet, miles, ounces, pounds, quarts, gallons, etc.

	10. 
	Metric system (SI)
	System of measurement whose basic units are: meter for length;

gram for mass; and liter for volume; 
*Units in the metric system are related to powers of ten.

	11. 
	Unit
	A fixed amount that is used as a standard of measurement. For example, a mile is a unit of distance, an hour is a unit of time, and a liter is a unit of volume.

	12. 
	Base Unit
	The main unit of measure for each property.  
The most common metric base units are meter, liter, and gram.

	13. 
	Meter
	The base unit of measure for distance in the metric system.

	14. 
	Liter
	The base unit of measure for volume in the metric system.

	15. 
	Gram
	The base unit of measure for mass in the metric system.

	#
	Term
	Definition

	16. 
	Graduated Cylinder
	A narrow cylinder with a scale used for measuring liquid volume.

	17. 
	Meniscus
	The curved shape a liquid makes at the surface when it is in a graduated cylinder.  Look at the bottom of the meniscus to find the volume of liquid in a graduated cylinder.

	18. 
	Metric Prefix
	Metric prefixes indicate what the base unit was multiplied by to form the given unit.  (For example kilo + meter = kilometer)

	19. 
	Kilo
	Prefix which means 1,000

	20. 
	Hecto
	Prefix which means 100

	21. 
	Deka
	Prefix which means 10

	22. 
	Deci
	Prefix which means 0.1 (1/10)

	23. 
	Centi
	Prefix which means 0.01 (1/100)

	24. 
	Milli
	Prefix which means 0.001 (1/1,000)

	25. 
	Triple Beam Balance
	Scientific scale that uses three weights on three beams to measure the  mass of objects.

	26. 
	Beaker
	Glass container that holds liquids, allows heating, and has a scaled used for measuring volume.
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