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GHSTA Mission Statement:
The Guilford High School Theatre Arts Program (GHSTA) is a co-curricular organization focused upon improving students’ theatrical skills and promoting a proper appreciation for the theatre and its literature and expression.  We produce two major productions per year, and as many as four minor studio productions, including the Playwright Spotlight, CDA Festival Play, Student-Written One Acts, and the Theatre Arts Showcase.  Students also very strongly compete state-wide in the CDA Monologue Contest, the Shoreline Arts Alliance Scholarship Contest, and the Improv Olympix.  In the past, the program has offered one class in Theatre Arts, but we are looking to expand to include a full repertoire of classes ranging from staging and literature, to acting, to technical design and creation.  

GHSTA operates on a standard based upon work-ethic and commitment.  While student experience and knowledge are strongly appreciated and encouraged, no student is refused who brings the proper mind-set and desire to become involved within the program.  Students are also encouraged to become involved in different aspects of theatre within their four years at GHS, including acting, stage management, directing, technical design, and technical running crews.

Student Opportunities:
Students are not required to participate in all the activities offered.  They may pick and choose according to their level of commitment.  Time commitments are based on the needs of each individual project.  Rehearsals will be scheduled by individual directors but will not run beyond 10:00pm.  During Tech Week/Dress Rehearsal Week, rehearsals will probably include both afternoon and evening sessions, with a break for dinner.  Tech crews (set, props, lights, sound, costume, makeup, house, etc.) will work most intensely during the final two or three weeks before a production opens, and during the run of the show itself.  Actors and crew will be expected to work some weekends during the production of the show.

Students interested in performing may audition for the Fall Play or Playwright Spotlight, the Spring Musical, the CDA play, and/or the Student-Written One Acts.

Students with technical skills, abilities, or interests may wish to work with sound, lighting, set crews for any of these productions.  The sound crew is responsible for setting up and running the sound system, creating sound effects, and for executing sound cues—both live and taped.  Lighting crews will work with a lighting designer, hang and focus lighting instruments, and run the lighting board during performances.  There will be training sessions or workshops for these areas of the program.

Students interested in the visual arts may wish to work with set painting, program layout and design, costume design, or poster design.  Students with management or sales skills are needed to coordinate ad sales for the program, to serve as the house manager or an usher, or assist with stage management.

Costume/wardrobe crews make or acquire costumes, and care for them during the run of the show.  The props crew builds or finds props, and is responsible for them during the run of the show.  Time involved with both these crews is significant.

PRODUCTIONS

Fall Mainstage:


Plays are selected with an eye to variety, so that students can experience a range of different plays in their four years of high school.  In recent years, productions have included Joseph Kesslering’s standard Arsenic and Old Lace, Shakespeares Macbeth and Taming of the Shrew, and Steve Martin’s relatively recent comedy, Picasso at the Lapin Agile.  This year we will be producing Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest, directed by Mr. Jim Motes.  

Auditions will be held September 13th and 14th, from 4pm – 8pm.  Actors sign up for a 30-minute audition slot on the Theatre Board.  Rehearsals will be held mostly in the afternoons, and possibly on Saturdays, depending on scheduling by the director.  The Fall Mainstage runs three performances, November 17th-19th.

Spring Musical:


The spring musical is presented in March and April, and is the biggest production of the year.  It is the most elaborate, and the most demanding productionin terms of time and effort.  It is also a major event in the town of Guilford, and is usually very well attended.  The spring musical involves the talents of many people, sometimes over 100 different actors, chorus members, orchestra players, and technical personnel.  This year GHS will perform Guys and Dolls, directed by Mr. Jim Motes.  Auditions will be held December 13-15, with auditioners signing up for an acting, a singing, and a dancing portion of auditions.  Recent GHSTA musical productions have been Into the Woods, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, Pippin, and West Side Story.  Performers are selected by audition, on the basis of both vocal and acting ability.  Because musicals are usually quite complex, involving large numbers of people and requiring the coordination of many different kinds of talent, the rehearsal period is long and quite demanding, particularly in late March.  Often there is a choreographer (student choreographer in this case); sometimes there is a lighting designer or a sound consultant.  The sets and costuming for the musical may be quite elaborate.  Usually the singers and dancers are accompanied by a full orchestra, conducted by the musical director.  The spring musical runs six performances, including one Sunday matinee.

CDA Festival:


Endgame by Samuel Beckett, directed by Emma Tessler and Luba Guzei.  Two performances will be made in school during March, and the festival weekend is March 17-18 at Daniel Hand High School.

Playwright Spotlight:


Various short plays by Christopher Durang, directed by our highly talented and experienced seniors.

Student Written One Acts.
The Student Written One Acts is a gathering of student-written, student-performed one-act plays, and is presented April 11th and 12th.  The One Acts offers fledgling playwrights the opportunity to see their work performed.  Student directors have the opportunity to bring these works to life, and to oversee all aspects of the production.  In the past, plays have been selected from the creative writing classes; seniors who have been substantially involved in the theatre arts serve as directors.  Each director, working with the Coordinator, selects a cast, a stage manager, and technical personnel with whom to produce the play.  Usually three to five plays are chosen for productions.

Some Assembly Required:
GHSTA’s award-winning Improv Troup will be assembling in early October to begin training for the third annual Improv Olympix in March.  We hope to send multiple teams this year, and take first place this year!

S.A.R. meets weekly to practice improv techniques, learn games, and focus on character building and “true” creation.

Workshops

Workshops, which generally make use of professionals from outside GHS, will be geared to help students with individual projects and particular interests; in some cases, these workshops will address unique situations within current productions.  Workshops will be scheduled after school or on weekends, depending on the availability of instructors.  Past workshops have focused on stage combat, auditioning, stage management, makeup, puppetry, and lighting.  This year we hope to continue to provide further training in acting, set design, lighting and sound, and stage etiquette.  Students can generate ideas for workshops through the students coordinating committee (STAGE).

DEPARTMENT POLICIES

Smoking, Drugs and Alcohol:  These activities will NOT be permitted in any way, either during productions/rehearsals, or on one’s own leisure time.  Students participating in these activities will be immediately removed from productions.

Hazing:
The state of Connecticut, and the Guilford High School community have a strong no-tolerance policy regarding hazing, and this will be enforced in GHSTA.

Cast Parties:
TAPS is generous enough to host the Mainstages’ cast parties.  This is the ONLY cast party allowed for a production.  Students participating in unofficial “after cast parties” (including sleep-overs, etc.) will be removed from all future productions for a 12-month period.

Tardiness:
Being late is disrespectful to fellow actors, technicians, stage managers, and the director.  Actors will be warned once, and then penalized for subsequent tardies, according to the director’s individual policy.

Auditions and Casting:
Auditioning is a very stressful process, for both the actors and the directors, particularly when the director is also a teacher.  Please be respectful of the director’s decisions, and remember that it is not always the “best” actor who is cast, but often the most reliable or one who fits the role best, in the director’s vision.

Actors who decide to second-guess the directing decision may approach the director at the appropriate time and seek acting and auditioning guidance.  However, gossip and foul tempers are not welcome, and cast that actor in a very, very poor light.

Professionalism:
Theatre is a very serious pursuit, where you can have a lot of fun if you remember to behave properly!  Certainly there is a time to let your hair down, but be careful when you do so.

Safety:

Technical Directors have the final say in all safety procedures in the set:

· NO open-toed shoes at rehearsal.  NO going barefoot.

· Always foot the ladders.

· Remember to sign in and sign out for crew calls.  We need to know who is still in the building.

Crew Hours:
Actors will be required to assist with occasional crew calls, to be determined by the Director, Technical Director, and Stage Manager.  Failing to meet crew hours will result in removal from the production.

Strike:

The removal of set, props, costumes, etc. after a show is known as strike and is MANDATORY for all cast and crew associated with a show, including the One-Acts and the Spotlight.

Program Ads:
Actors and Crew Chiefs (as well as many crew members) will be required to sell a certain amount of program ads.  These ads fund much of our production, and allow us to keep our ticket prices down and our shows looking more professional.  Failing to sell the necessary program ads will result in removal from the production.

Theatre Board:
Check the Theatre Arts Board (near the library and Motes’ room) DAILY!  Messages appear all the time.  Check twice daily if you are an actor.

Sign in:
Actors and techs need to sign in for every rehearsal or crew call at the board located in the back hallway.

Water bottle:
All cast and crew are required for every rehearsal and crew call to bring a properly labeled water bottle—either disposable or of the Nalgene variety.  It is to be filled with water, and nothing else.

Support Groups:


S.T.A.G.E. (Student Theatre Arts Group, Etc.), the student support group, was formed several years ago to serve as a liaison between the coordinator, director, students, and parents.  The committee functions as a vehicle for students to express their concerns and desires about workshops, field trips, and the general direction of the program.  The members are elected at the year’s end by current members, and approved by the coordinator, who serves as advisor and moderator.

TAPS (Theatre Arts Parent Support) is an organization of parents who raise money to support the program and the students, as well as provide moral and morale support for GHSTA.  The group sends out a newsletter to keep parents informed of events in the theatre arts program.  TAPS members coordinate ticket sales for the plays, organize and serve as chaperones for the cast parties, serve as chaperones for field trips, and contribute refreshments to be sold at performances.

TAPS money has provided direct financial aid to students who need help with expenses of field trips and other activities.  It has also purchased theater equipment, including lights, costume racks, a cyclorama, and stage curtains.  Parents are encouraged to join TAPS formal committees or to serve informally as volunteers wherever their talents allow:  assisting with set and costume construction, photography, publicity, graphic design, etc.

TAPS meeting dates:
7:00 p.m., GHS Room 42 (unless otherwise noted) 

Sept. 22

Oct. 20 (5:30)

Nov. 10

Dec. 8

Jan. 12

Feb. 9

Mar. 9

Apr. 13

May 11 (5:30)

June 8 

CALENDAR

AUDITIONS:
Sep 13, 14    
Fall Mainstage:  “The Importance of Being Earnest”

Sep 13, 14   
Playwrights Spotlight:  Christopher Durang

Dec 13-15    
Musical:  “Guys and Dolls”

Jan 5-6         
CDA (CT Drama Association):  "Endgame"

Apr 11-12     
Student-written One Act Plays

PERFORMANCES:
Nov 17-19    
Fall Play:  “The Importance of Being Earnest”

Oct 20-21     
Playwrights Spotlight – Christopher Durang

Mar 13-18    
CDA - “Endgame “ by Samuel Beckett  
Mar 31-Apr 2
Musical: “Guys and Dolls”

Apr 6-8           
Musical: “Guys and Dolls”

May 11-12   
Student-written One Act Plays
