  
A summary of FAQ’s regarding Sophomore Science course selection.  In response to student/parent questions.    
“….information to make an informed decision.  We would appreciate some guidance and answers to the following questions as soon as possible.”
 

1. What are the advantages/disadvantages to taking Biology in grade 10?

 Advantages:         >Typical sequence for most Schools , Biology is required for 
                                  graduation,   largest percentage of sophomores are enrolled in 
                                  Biology ...larger peer   support.
                             > Thorough  and timely Biology content preparation for State 
                                standardized  exams.(CAPT)

                             >  Allows for more math to be completed prior to chemistry which has 
                                 a  significant  math  dependent component                              
Disadvantages:     > a consequence is delaying a possible AP Science course from the 

                                 Junior  to the  Senior   year.
 

2.  What are the advantages/disadvantages to taking Honors Chemistry in grade 10?  
                Advantages: >More accurately called Chemistry for Sophomores, the  

                                        completion  of the Chemistry course and the advanced math 
                                        course would  allow application/consideration for the AP 
                                       Biology   as a junior. Completion,   with appropriate requisite           

                                       grades of a  Chemistry (Level 1) course,  is required prior to   

                                       applying to the  AP Biology course
        Disadvantages:   >No High School biology as part of preparation for CAPT

>Potentially taking AP Bio, a college curriculum, without
   having  completed  a High School Biology course.
>Reliance on Middle School Life sciences concepts retained with an    

  increased personal responsibility for preparation to be highly  successful on   

 the CAPT which is expected given L1 program of studies.



3.  If a student should decide to take Honors Chemistry in grade 10, how will they gain the content knowledge to achieve the   expected performances for corresponding questions on the 2 biology strands of the CAPT test? (ie. cell biology, genetics, etc.)

    
 >Through retention/application  of concepts learned in Life Sciences in Middle School

                > Self & peer study/review of concepts using references/ resources such as “Science  

                   Proficiency Review”…  copy available for sign out  in library; 
       

4.  Sophomore students in Honors Chemistry in grade 10 will have to review/ study the CAPT biology concepts on their own. What  specific resources (from which to study) to assure they have access to the necessary information?  

     Text materials, SAT-II special subject exam review books, and the “Science Proficiency Review” book are available for student reference.
 

5. What about the CAPT test questions related to the curriculum embedded tasks re: the biology strands? 
                 The embedded labs are included in either the Freshman science course ( 6 of the 

                labs) and the sophomore biology/ chemistry courses (4 of the labs)  so that all 

               students will   have had those experiences  prior to CAPT.

 

 N.B.    The program of studies in Science has several course options for students as sophomores to address the personal interests and potential career goals of the students. The Science AP program is offered for those students meeting the prerequisites and with specific interests in pursuing a college program  and careers in science. Approximately  25 % of freshman (~75)  typically meet the math and science prerequisites,  select  and are recommended for the Chemistry course. These students typically score 4 & 5’s on CAPT.  About ~60 qualify  for and continue with the AP Biology  program.  These prepared students have traditionally been successful on the AP exams with scores of ranging from 3 to 5.
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