World Humanities Syllabus

Course Overview and Expectations

Mrs. Camarco
camarcoa@guilford.k12.ct.us

Welcome to Guilford High School and World Humanities!  In this course, we will work on skill development, specifically in the areas of reading and writing, using content from World Civilizations and World Literature.
Content:
The English component of World Humanities will focus strongly on both literature and writing.  In this course, we will be studying a variety of literary genres that are present throughout the World of Literature.  Some of the significant time periods and units we will be studying are Ancient Greece, Multiculturalism, The Middle Ages, The Renaissance, The Age of Revolution and World War I.  We will read a variety of novels, plays, short stories and poetry.  Some authors we may explore in this course are Sophocles, Aristotle, Dante, T.H.White, Tennyson, Shakespeare, Dickens, Lee, as well as many other wonderful writers.  In addition to readings for this course, students will be required to do independent reading assignments.  In the area of writing, students will have the opportunity to write in a variety of styles such as descriptive, analytical, expository, persuasive, narrative and creative pieces.  This class will focus greatly on student’s individual writing goals.  Ultimately, students will develop a literacy portfolio that will demonstrate their growth throughout the year.

Climate in the Classroom:

One of the greatest components of the World Humanities program is the way in which the teacher and students come together to build interesting, meaningful and relevant connections between history, literature and the 21st Century.  For this to be successful, there must be mutual respect between the teacher, students and peers at all times!  Students are required to come to class prepared to work in an organized, active and interactive manner.  Students must be willing to participate in class; working both independently and collaboratively.

School rules that may be relevant in our classroom:
If you are arriving to class late, you must have a pass from where you are coming from.  If you need to use the lavatory, please ask the teacher and do so at an appropriate time.  Only one student may leave the class at a time.

Because each student has a scheduled lunch, food will not be allowed in the classrooms at GHS. 
According to Guilford Board of Education policy, cell phones and other electronic devices are not allowed in the hallways or classrooms of Guilford High School.  If you have a cell phone in your possession, you must make sure that it is turned off and put away at all times! Please refer to page 15 in the Student/Parent Handbook for more detailed information regarding this policy.
All electronic devices must be kept in the student’s locker or backpack, the school is in no way responsible for these items.  Occasionally, the teacher may invite the students to listen to music when they are doing an activity such as writing.  This will only happen if it provides a positive atmosphere within the class. 

Honor Code and Plagiarism:
An educational honor code is an important part of any class at Guilford High School.  The expectation that this honor code will be upheld is expressed in the Guilford Public School’s Mission Statement; “Our mission is to foster excellence in a respectful and challenging academic environment.”  Plagiarism is an example of when this honor code is not being upheld, whether intentionally or inadvertently.  Please refer to page one of the Student/Parent Handbook for information regarding how Academic Dishonesty will be handled.

Homework and Assignments:


Students and parents may access the homework web page for this class at the following address:

www.guilford.k12.ct.us/~camarcoa
Homework will be posted on this web page on a daily or weekly basis.  Students and parents should reference this web page on a daily basis to stay on top of daily and long-term assignments, as well as any critical information relevant to this class.  This web page is especially useful if a student has been out sick or has missed class for any reason.

  Students will have assignments that they can be working on each night.  Daily homework assignments must be handed in on time; NO late homework will be accepted!  All other assignments may be accepted late with a five point a day penalty.  Late work will only be accepted IF the student contacts the teacher and receives permission to hand in the work late.  In addition, no late work will be accepted five school days beyond the original due date.

  Students are responsible for maintaining an organized notebook and folder in which their work can be easily referenced.

Re-writes of significant writing assignments MAY be offered throughout the year.  If a student wishes to take advantage of a re-write opportunity, they must follow the protocol established by the teacher.  In most cases, this will involve making sure that the paper is handed in on the day the re-write is due, that the original paper is handed in with the re-write and that a detailed reflection is included with the re-written paper.  The grade given to the re-write will replace the original paper’s grade.

Absenteeism:

The student must abide by the Guilford High School absentee policy which can be found in the Student/Parent Handbook.  When a student is absent, it is strongly encouraged that they check the homework web page to keep on top of assignments.  In addition, they should try and identify a student in the class whom they can contact for more specific information.  Ultimately, it is the student’s responsibility to access the work that they missed when they were absent.
Grades:
Grades in this course will be weighted as follows:

Writing/Projects/Assessments: 40%

Homework/In-Class Work:  35%

Class Engagement:  25%
Grades will be entered as work is assessed.  Please access Powerschool to monitor students’ performance in this course.
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