Class Expectations and Procedures

Composition 400- Mrs. Camarco
camarcoa@guilford.k12.ct.us

Content:
Composition 400 is a senior level course in which students will fine tune and develop their writing skills to prepare them for writing in college and the “real world.”  Students will study how writers use language to inform and influence others.  They will write essays that include narrative, descriptive and expository modes.  Through reading, class discussion and examination of models, students will be exposed to a variety of writing strategies, as well as ways to improve their grammar and vocabulary.

Climate in the Classroom:

One of the most important parts of this Composition 400 class is the way the teacher and students come together to build interesting, meaningful and relevant connections between literature and the world we live in today.  For this to work, there must be mutual respect between the teacher, students and peers at all times!  In addition, for this class to be truly successful, students must come prepared with homework, notebook, textbooks, folders and writing utensils.  Students must be willing and able to participate; working well both independently and collaboratively.

School rules that may be relevant in our classroom:


Students need to make sure that they arrive to class on time.  Guilford High School’s attendance policy will apply to all attendance situations.  Please refer to the Guilford High School handbook if you have any questions or concerns.

Food is not allowed in classrooms at GHS, per the GHS Student Handbook.
Cell phones are not to be used in the hallways or classrooms at GHS.  If you have a cell phone in your possession, you must make sure that it is turned off and put away at all times.
All electronic devices must be kept in the student’s locker or backpack.  The school is in no way responsible for these items. 

Honor Code and Plagiarism:
An educational honor code is an important part of any class at Guilford High School.  The expectation that this honor code will be upheld is expressed in the Guilford Public School’s Mission Statement, “Our mission is to foster excellence in a respectful and challenging academic environment.”  Plagiarism is an example of when this honor code is not being upheld, whether intentionally or inadvertently.  Guilford High School’s policy regarding plagiarism is as follows:  The first time a student plagiarizes, they will receive a zero on the assignment and possibly serve a Saturday detention.  Further instances of plagiarism by the same student may result in loss of credit in the class and suspension from school. 

Homework and Assignments:

Students and parents may access the homework web page for this class at the following address:

www.guilford.k12.ct.us/~camarcoa
Homework will be posted on this web page on a daily basis.  Students should reference this web page every day to stay on top of daily and long-term assignments.  This web page is especially useful if a student has been out sick or has missed class for any reason.

Homework must be handed in on time!  Late homework will be accepted!  All other assignments may be accepted late with a five point a day penalty.  Late work will only be accepted IF the student contacts the teacher and receives permission to hand in the work late.  In addition, no late work will be accepted five school days beyond the original due date. Students are responsible for maintaining an organized notebook and folder in which their work can be easily referenced.

Absenteeism:

The student must abide by the GHS absentee policy (see handbook.)  When a student returns to school, it is their responsibility to contact the teacher about any missed work.  It is strongly encouraged that, when a student is absent from class, they contact one of the other students and the homework web page to see what work they have missed.  This will help the student to stay on top of their work and not fall behind after an absence.

Grades:


Assignments for this class will be weighted as follows:

Writing/Projects/Assessments: 40%

Homework/In-Class work:  35%

Class Engagement:  25%
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